VBSPCA

SAFE PET TOYS
SELECTING THE BEST PRODUCTS

Size Matters: When you are buying toys for your pet, be sure to think about the size of your
animal. Small toys can be a choking hazard for larger pets, and large toys may be hard for a
smaller pet to carry around.

Look Closely: Even appropriately sized pet toys can be hazardous because of the way they are
made. Common hazards include “eyes” on soft toys, strings, ribbons, or any part of a toy that
can easily be chewed off and ingested.

When in Doubt, Test it Out: Whenever possible, it is a good idea to supervise your pet with
new toys. You’ll quickly realize whether your dog has a tendency to tear the stuffing out of soft
toys and eat it or your cat often gets string or feathers stuck in his mouth. You may find that
you have two categories of toys in your home: ones that can be left for your pet to play with at
any time, and others that are put away and only used when under your close supervision to
prevent any safety issues.

Choose Your Chews Wisely: Dogs naturally like to chew, but edible chews can be extremely
dangerous. As your pup chews off pieces of the treat, it can get lodged in his throat or digestive
tract. Carefully choose the size and shape of any edible chew, and only let your pet have it
when you can watch them.

The VBSPCA has a great selection of veterinarian approved pet toys

and every purchase helps support the animals in our care.




